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For the first time in our nation’s history, the Federal 
Government has made it a goal that 40 percent of the 
overall benefits of certain Federal investments flow to 
disadvantaged communities that are marginalized, 
underserved, and overburdened by pollution. 

President Biden made this historic commitment when he 
signed Executive Order 14008, Tackling the Climate Crisis 
at Home and Abroad within days of taking office. 

By this order, President Biden made climate and 
environmental justice center points of his policy agenda 
for this country’s future. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/02/01/2021-02177/tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/02/01/2021-02177/tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad


Primary goal: 
Environmental 
Justice for All

Section 223 has come to 
be called the Justice 40 
Initiative -- or just plain 
“Justice 40” 
It requires that 40 
percent of benefits from 
specific investment flow 
to disadvantaged 
communities.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-02177/p-163
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-02177/p-163
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-02177/p-163
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-02177/p-163
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-02177/p-163
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-02177/p-163
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-02177/p-163
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-02177/p-163
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-02177/p-163


Key Terms

Disadvantaged 
Communities: Agencies will 
use the CEJST to help 
identify disadvantaged 
communities who will 
benefit from programs that 
are part of the Justice40 
Initiative.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/CEJST-screenshot.png?resize=2048,2020


Key Terms: Covered Programs
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How Are Doing?  
Accountability: 
Covered programs 
are also required to 
report data on the 
benefits directed to 
disadvantaged 
communities.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/


We are aiming to exceed j40 
goals at EPA

EPA will include direct 
investments (i.e., money) as a 

benefit for many programs.

Deepen integration of 
environmental justice in 

EPA work.
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Overview of Justice40 At EPA
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Drinking Water 
State Revolving 

Fund

Clean Water 
State Revolving 

Fund

Reducing Lead 
in Drinking 

Water

Superfund Brownfields
Diesel Emissions 
Reductions Act 

Program (DERA)

https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/wiin-grant-reducing-lead-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/wiin-grant-reducing-lead-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/wiin-grant-reducing-lead-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/superfund
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields
https://www.epa.gov/dera
https://www.epa.gov/dera
https://www.epa.gov/dera
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Monthly National 
EJ Community 
Engagement 
Calls have 

featured J40 
programs. 

Public Meetings 
with NEJAC and 

WHEJAC, including 
Public Comments, 
have discussed J40 

at EPA.

Program-specific 
stakeholder 

engagement.

Engaging partners and underserved 
communities

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/national-environmental-justice-community-engagement-calls
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/national-environmental-justice-community-engagement-calls
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/national-environmental-justice-community-engagement-calls
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/national-environmental-justice-community-engagement-calls


Program modifications
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• Developed resources for states revising their definitions and 
affordability criteria through the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
(CWSRF) and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF), Water 
Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN), and BIL funding. 

• Engaged with various State Revolving Fund partners to prioritize 
disadvantaged communities; 

• launched technical assistance pilots for these communities: 
Coachella Valley (California), Hawaii County (Hawaii), Kauai 
County (Hawaii), and Gila County (Arizona); and increased 
support to American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, and Guam. 

TO HELP 
PRIORITIZE 
DISADVANTAGED 
COMMUNITIES 
FOR PROGRAMS 
COVERED UNDER 
JUSTICE40, EPA:

https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/water-infrastructure-improvements-nation-act-wiin-act-grant-programs
https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/water-infrastructure-improvements-nation-act-wiin-act-grant-programs


TCTACs: 17 total, 14 regional and 3 nationals (I of the national TCTACS is 
focused on assistance for tribes)
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LAUNCHED NEW 
GRANT 
DELIVERY 
NETWORK: 
DELIVERING 
ACCESS
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• On The Road to Full Implementation:  Grant 
Makers and Community Partnerships



Thank you
Robin Morris Collin
Senior Advisor for EJ
Collin.robin@epa.gov
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